
Donald Gene Dinkins
March 6, 1944 - June 27, 2018

Donald Gene Dinkins of Ironton, MO passed away at his home on June 27,
2018. He was born on March 6, 1944 in Ironton, a son of the late Albert Ray
and Mary Louise Slusher Dinkins 

 On June 20, 1970 Don was united in marriage to his loving wife Diane
Laverne Pehle Dinkins who survives. 

 To this union two children were born; Deborah Akins of St. Louis, and Dana
(Jack) Windes of St. Clair. 

 Surviving Don is one brother Gerald and wife Lynn Dinkins of Annapolis, two
sisters; Uyvonne and husband Thomas Huddleston of Farmington, Donna and
husband Garry West of Fredericktown, five grandchildren; Caleb, Emmi,
Joshua, and Skyler Windes, and Makenzie Akins, and a host of many loving
nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends. 

 Preceding him in rest are his parents, a brother Clyde Dinkins, and a sister
Doris Dinkins who passed away in early childhood. 
Don was a 1962 graduate of Fredericktown High School. Following graduation
he enlisted in the United States Army National Guard completing basic
training at Fort Ord, California. For the next seven years he pursued his
passion of drag racing. In 1966 he won the “World Championship” in his class
racing his 1965 Z-16 Chevelle at Green Valley Raceway in Dallas, Texas. 

 Don had many vocations throughout his lifetime, including working
construction, working as a mechanic and auto body repair, operating two full
service Gulf Stations in St. Louis for several years, teaching auto body repair



at the A.V. Career Tech, operating a nationwide over-the-road trucking
business, and driving for Politte Ready Mix in Arcadia. After retirement at 62,
he started his excavation and hauling business that he continued to operate
until February 2018. 

 He was a member of the Lesterville Flywheelers Jeep Club and participated in
off-road drag racing during the 70s and 80s. In 1982 Don and Joe Barker
opened the Arcadia Valley Drag Strip on Marble Creek. 

 Don was also a member of the 300 Club at Pilot Knob Bowl, the Arcadia
Valley Country Club, and SEMO Seniors Golf of Southeast Mo. 

 For the last several years, Don’s hobbies have included racing at the Bonne
Terre Race Track, playing golf, restoring classic automobiles, and spending
time with his family. 

 Don was a life long member of his family church, the Happy Zion General
Baptist Church of Annapolis. He and his wife attended the The First Baptist
Church of Iron Mountain. 

 

A visitation with Don's family will be held on Friday, July 20, 2018, from 3 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at Cole Family Funeral Home. 
A Life Celebration will be held on Saturday, July 21, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. at The
First Baptist Church of Iron Mountain with Pastor John Canterbury officiating. 

 Memorials may be made to Camp Hope in Farmington, MO.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 20. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Cole Family Funeral Home
210 E Reynolds St
Ironton, MO 63650
(573) 546-0742

Life Celebration

JUL 21. 11:00 AM (CT)

Iron Mountain First Baptist
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August 31, 2022 at 12:46 PM

Donald Gene Dinkins

Lois, Sharon and Patty - July 02, 2018 at 03:01 PM

Lois, Sharon and Patty purchased the Emerald G
arden Basket for the family of Donald Gene
Dinkins.

Sherry Bennett - July 01, 2018 at 12:19 AM

Sherry Bennett lit a candle in memory of
Donald Gene Dinkins

June 28, 2018 at 09:29 PM

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the
family of Donald Gene Dinkins.

https://www.colefamilyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colefamilyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colefamilyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colefamilyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colefamilyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Georgia Kelley - June 28, 2018 at 08:37 AM

When your heart is empty, fill it with a happy time, of a joyful smile
or a caring words. Memories of love, family and friendship are
treasure to carry always. 

 Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable --- if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy --- think about such things. Philippians 4:8

Susan Kelley - June 28, 2018 at 08:25 AM

Don was a great guy....wherever you saw him, you saw that grin
and a nod! He loved to tease and then laugh about it! Will miss him
terribly, but would never wish him back from that great place we can
all go to and see him once again, if we, too, are ready to meet the
Lord. Love and prayers for this wonderful family. VIRGIL AND SUE
KELLEY

Gerald E. Tripp.Rob Tripps Dad - June 27, 2018 at 05:05 PM

So sorry for your loss.The of passing Don . Will be a great loss to
many people. Every one that had the good fortune to know him.Will
miss his presence in our lives. He always entered a room with a
smile and a greeting. Just an easy going .Down to earth kind of guy.
we're all better by just knowing him.


